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NOTICE OF GENERAL MEETING 
Unfortunately it has not proved possible t o  arrange a three- 
day meeting a t  a f i e ld  location fo r  this August/September, the  
vacation period then being already crowded with conferences and 
symposia. However, plans are already underway fo r  a f u l l  
meeting of this kind i n  August 1978, with Kinchega National Park 
i n  western New South Wales a s  a l ike ly  venue. The theme of the 
meeting w i l l  be 'Arid Land Research i'n Australia ' .  
In the meantime, it is essen t ia l  that the Association meet 
t o  r a t i f y  its proposed consti tution and e l e c t  a new committee. 
The l a s t  elections of off ice  bearers took place i n  August 1973. 
A short business meeting w i l l ,  therefore, be held during the  
coming ANZAAS Congress to  be held in Melbourne from 29 August 
t o  2 September. Details of time and place w i l l  be ci rculated 
l a t e r .  
To f a c i l i t a t e  the August met ing ,  I should be grateful  i f  
nominations for  off ice  bearers and committee members could be 
forwarded t o  me before the end of June. Ballot papers can then 
be prepared and distributed w e l l  before the  Melbourne meeting 
(see AustraZ.ian Archaeology, April 1976). The posit ions t o  be 
f i l l e d  are: 
President 
Treasurer 
Four other members t o  act  a s  members of council, one of 
whom sha l l  be the editor of the  Newsletter. (Please 
indicate nominations for editorship.) 
Isabel McBryde 
Honorary Secretary 
TERRA AUSTRALIS NO. 3 
T e r n  AustraZis is the occasional monograph s e r i e s  
published by the Department of Prehistory, Research School of 
Pacific Studies, The Australian National University. Volume 3 
in the series: 
New Guinea Stone Age Trade. The Geography and Ecology of 
Traffic i n  the Inter ior  
by Dr Ian mghes 
w i l l  be published a t  the end of May 1977. 
Archived at Flinders University: dspace.flinders.edu.au
New Guinea Stone Age Trade examines pa t t e rns  of t rade  and 
exchange f o r  s o c i a l ,  r i t u a l  and economic purposes within the  
i n t e r i o r  of Papua New Guinea, While inland t r ade  i s  l e s s  well  
known than some of t he  Melanesian maritime t rad ing  systems it 
is no l e s s  complex o r  absorbing, p a r t i c u l a r l y  when it i s  
r e c a l l e d  that much of t he  reg ion  examined i n  t h i s  work was 
undiscovered by white men u n t i l  the mid-1930s. D r  Hughes seeks 
t o  sepa ra t e  o u t  t r a d i t i o n a l  trading pa t t e rns ,  to determine the  
effects of the a r r i v a l  of exo t i c  goods i n t o  t h e  region before 
whites ,  and i n d i r e c t l y  to gauge the  d is rupt ion  of t r a d i t i o n a l  
t r ad ing  p r a c t i c e s  by the  white  presence. D r  Hughes is  f i r s t  and 
foremost a human geographer b u t  in t h i s  work h i s  research has 
led him i n t o  t h e  realms of anthropology, archaeology, l i n g u i s t i c s ,  
o r a l  h i s t o r y  and mater ia l  cu l tu re ,  t o  mention bu t  a few of the 
a r e a s  i n  which he has pursued h i s  subjec t .  The wealth of da ta  
he  has accumulated and t h e  conclusions he has reached w i l l  
ensure t h a t  t h i s  book remains a fundamental cont r ibut ion  to t he  
s u b j e c t  of t r a d i t i o n a l  New Guinea t rade .  
This volume conta ins  some 260 pages and includes 1 7  tables, 
37 f i g u r e s ,  17 p l a t e s  and 7 maps. 
Its p r i c e  i n  Aust ra l ian  currency i s  SA7.00 (postage included). 
NOTE: Payment must be made i n  advance to: 
Terra A u s t r a l i s  
Department of Prehistory 
Research School of Pac i f i c  Studies 
The Aust ra l ian  National University 
Box 4, PO 
CANBERRA, ACT, 2600, AUSTRALIA 
RESEARCH REPORT BY THE DEPARTMENT O F  PREHISTORY, 
RESEARCH S C H O O L  O F  PACIFIC STUDIES, 1976  
Introductory 
The major themes of departmental research i n t o  the  prehis tory  
of  Aus t r a l i a ,  New Guinea and the  nearer Pac i f i c  I s lands  have been 
e s t ab l i shed  now f o r  some years .  They have been chosen because 
they  a r e  seen as dec i s ive  f o r  the personal i ty  of the  region i n  
p reh i s to ry  a n l  look to  t ake  advantage of the  unique opportunit ies  
it o f f e r s  f o r  archaeological  research.  The region i t s e l f  forms 
a d i s t i n c t i v e  p a r t  of a wider Indo-Pacific province, t he  nature 
of  whose p l ace  i n  t h e  e a r l y  h i s to ry  of man is only now coming t o  
be appreciated.  I n i t i a l  co lonisa t ion ,  e f fec ted  wer 40,000 years  
ago by sea  from t r o p i c a l  reg ions  north and west and made i n  
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